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Editing the Gospel
A  d e d i c a t e d  la y m a n  shared his concerns for the salvation of lost souls and the building of the Church, and he was puzzled over what 
appeared to him as the omission of certain aspects of the gospel in the 
preaching he had heard.
“ We hardly ever hear sermons on holiness. We have not heard a 
sermon on hell or the judgment in years. We do not hear anything about 
repentance or the second coming of Christ. We hear o f love, and of 
mercy, and of grace and forgiveness. I know this is part of the gospel, but 
it is not all of it.
“ Do we have a right to edit the gospel, and proclaim only that part 
of it that we choose to present?”
His question should haunt every preacher who prepares his mes­
sages for the listeners who come to hear the gospel preached. Are we 
indeed “ editing”  the gospel we proclaim? Do we tend to omit from our 
messages any aspects of the whole counsel of God which, for whatever 
the reasons may be, our congregations never hear?
The duality of truth has long been recognized by venerable pul­
piteers who saw their goals in preaching “ to comfort the afflicted, and to 
afflict the comfortable.”  Both are proper; neither is the whole and ex­
clusive need. There are indeed dark feelings of despair and defeat and 
guilt that must be healed; but there is also a spirit of callous unconcern 
and rebellious cynicism that needs to be pricked, not healed. It is un­
fortunate that some preachers major on one of these aspects to the ne­
glect, if not the total deletion, of the other. Does one have the right thus 
to edit the gospel?
There are some preachers who never preach on the rapture, the 
return of our Lord in glory, and the prophecies concerning the future, 
perhaps because they do not know all the answers or possibly for a var­
iety of other reasons. Do we have the right to ignore this aspect of the 
gospel? When there is twice as much said in the New Testament about
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the second coming of Christ as is said about the atonement, and there is 
eight times as much written about the Second Coming as there is about 
the first advent of Christ, should we edit it out of our preaching?
True, there have been examples of “ crackpot”  theories about future 
things; but the same could be said about any facet of truth. The answer 
should be more careful attention to this aspect of the gospel, not less.
In our emphasis upon God’s love and mercy— and certainly this 
should be emphasized, no argument about that—are we pretending that 
there is no day of judgment, there is no other attribute of God’s nature, 
no such thing as the “ wrath of God” ? One would have to be either naive 
or ignorant of the Word of God if he failed to see the graphic picture 
portrayed by John of those who hid themselves “ in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, 
and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. 6:15-16).
Jesus, the Lamb of God, is meek and lowly, and He loves little chil­
dren and preaches good tidings to the poor. But He also takes a whip and 
drives money changers from the Temple, He denounces Pharisees for 
having hearts like neatly painted sepulchres with putrefying dead men’s 
bones inside, and He warns of the day of reckoning when the Father will 
say, “ Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels”  (Matt. 25:41).
Both the love of God and His wrath are aspects of the whole truth. 
The gospel is neither side of this question to the exclusion of the other. 
We have no right to edit it, and to present only that aspect we enjoy 
proclaiming.
The gospel is both law and grace; it is both-mercy and judgment; it 
is both sin and holiness; it is both freedom and bondage; it is both heav­
en and hell; it is indeed “ accepting and receiving Christ” in a sense, but 
it is also repenting and forsaking sin.
In His relationship with the old covenant and the law, Jesus is often 
misunderstood. He is seen as the Deliverer from the bondage of law, and 
He is! But some seem to forget that He made it clear, “ I am not come to 
destroy the law, but to fulfil”  (Matt. 5:17). He permitted His disciples 
to pluck the corn on the Sabbath as they walked through the fields, but 
do you really think He meant by this that we are free to desecrate the 
Lord’s day as we please? Certainly not. When we love the Lord our God 
with all our hearts, we are not likely to do anything that would be dis­
respectful to Him and to the day He has set aside as the holy Sabbath.
The truth is, His way of grace is not in conflict with the old way of 
law, but goes further, right to the heart of it, where the motives lie. The 
law demanded, “ Thou shalt not kill,”  and Christ’s way of love does not 
even permit us to hate. The law required, “ Thou shalt not commit 
adultery,”  and Christ went further to show us that love does not permit 
lustful thoughts.
Paul said to the elders at Ephesus, “ For I have not shunned to de­
clare unto you all the counsel of God”  (Acts 20:27). He must have be­
lieved it unthinkable to edit the gospel. So let it be with those of us who 
are called to preach the gospel in our time.
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Run to win, preach for souls, strive 
fo r mastery, be a disciplined minister, 
rekindle the fire.
The Minister Maintaining His Inner Fire
ST IR  UP T H A T  IN N E R  FIRE which God gave you at your ordination”  (2 
Tim. 1:6, Phillips).
Adam Clarke tells us that this gift 
to which Paul makes reference “ is the 
Holy Spirit, and through the Holy 
Spirit the particular power to preach 
and defend the truth. The gift is rep­
resented here as a fire, which if not 
frequently stirred up and rekindled 
will go out.”  Three things are neces­
sary for the minister to maintain this 
inner fire.
I
There must be a continuing con­
viction that God has called him to 
preach. This compulsion was never 
lost by the apostle. He began this 
Epistle, as he did most every book 
which he wrote, with these or similar 
words, “ Paul, an apostle of Jesus 
Christ by the will of God . . .”  Fur­
ther, he declared, “ Who hath saved 
us, and called us with an holy call­
ing”  (1:9); “ Whereunto I am appoint-
by
Virgil A.
Mitchell
General Superintendent 
The Wesleyan Church
ed a preacher, and an apostle, and a 
teacher of the Gentiles”  (1:11). When 
one lives under the burning convic­
tion of a divine appointment he is not 
looking for a place to quit or for some­
thing else to do. This inner fire will 
not permit him to do so.
II
There must be a correct concept of 
the nature of the ministry. The min­
ister must exemplify what he preach­
es. “ Be strong in the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus” (2:1). One of the perils 
of the minister is to live lower than 
he demands of his people.
The minister must be able to com­
municate. “ The things that thou hast 
heard . . . commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach oth­
ers also” (2:2). Preach the truth using 
words the people can understand. 
There is a relationship between the 
effectiveness and simplicity of the 
message.
A minister is like a soldier. “ En­
dure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ. No man that warreth 
entangleth himself with the affairs of 
this life; that he may please him who 
hath chosen him to be a soldier”  (2: 
3-4). The soldier severs those civilian 
pursuits which hinder in the service 
of his country. He is wholly at his 
commanding officer’s direction, will­
ingly enduring hardships.
A minister is like an athlete. “ And 
if a man also strive for masteries, yet
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is he not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully”  (2:5). Those running in 
Olympic races discipline themselves 
and strain every nerve to win the 
crown. Run to win. Preach for souls. 
Strive for the mastery. Be a disci­
plined minister. Rekindle the inner 
fire.
The minister is like the hardwork­
ing farmer. “ The husbandman that 
laboureth must first be partaker of 
the fruits” (2:6). A farmer doesn’t ex­
pect results without first doing his 
own part. He does, however, have the 
advantage of first partaking of the 
fruit of his labor. The sermon must 
catch fire twice if it is to accomplish 
its mission—when it is being pre­
pared and while it is being delivered.
The minister is a student. “ Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth”  (2:15). This is both an agricul­
tural and medical term. It means to 
plow a straight furrow, to leave noth­
ing unturned. Like a physician who is 
about to perform a crucial operation, 
the minister must take that Word, 
cut it open, reveal its meaning. Like 
a skillful surgeon, he must know how 
to wield the scalpel. If the surgeon 
does not cut deep enough, he will 
leave the diseased member of the 
body with its putrefaction and its 
corruption. The surgical procedure 
will be useless and wasted. If he 
should cut too deeply and go beyond 
what he should, then the result could 
be sudden death.
He must clearly proclaim  and 
rightly interpret God’s Word. If he 
does not thrust in the Sword of the 
Spirit as deeply as the Holy Spirit 
intends and to the extent the context 
allows, he will only slightly heal the 
hurt of God’s children. God pro­
nounced a curse upon the minister 
who does this. If, on the other hand, 
he cuts, slashes, or goes beyond the 
Scriptures, then he will kill, maim,
and destroy. Keeping in mind that he 
is always to be a student will keep the 
inner fire burning in his heart.
Ill
There must be a complete commit­
ment to the ministry. “ But watch 
thou in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelist, make 
full proof of thy ministry”  (4:5). Fully 
perform your ministry. To accom­
plish this, three things must be done:
1. The minister must be commit­
ted to giving full attention to the 
social, physical, in tellectual, and 
spiritual needs of his personal life. 
Paul is in prison in Rome, forsaken 
by some and separated from others, 
but longing for Christian fellowship. 
“ Do thy diligence to come shortly 
unto me”  (4:9). “ Take Mark, and 
bring him with thee: for he is profit­
able to me for the ministry”  (4:11). 
There was urgency in this request. It 
is interesting to hear Paul say, “ Bring 
Mark with you.”  There was a time 
when he didn’t want Mark along. But 
he needed him now. Fellowship is an 
essential part of the ministry.
Physical needs are im portant. 
“ The cloak . . . bring with thee”  (4: 
13). Paul needed the coat. His com ­
fort and health depended on it.
Paul was interested in the intellec­
tual. He requested that Timothy 
“ bring . . . the books” (4:13). He was 
shut up in prison, but he felt that he 
had to have something to feed his 
mind, and stimulate his thinking.
The spiritual needs must not be 
overlooked. “ Bring . . . especially the 
parchments”  (4:13). Leave the cloak 
if necessary but not the parchments!
2. The minister must be commit­
ted to preach the Word. “ I charge 
thee . . . Preach the word”  (4:1-2). A 
few years ago expository preaching 
fell in disrepute. We are now reaping 
the spiritual dearth resulting there­
from.
3. The minister must be commit­
ted to keeping the faith. “ For I am
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now ready to be offered, and the time 
of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith”  (4: 
6-7). Paul was pulling anchor, setting 
sail. He had been a good fighter. He
had been a good trustee, never swerv­
ing from his trust. His race had been 
run and his crown awaited him.
Give your best. Maintain that in­
ner fire. Kindle it into a mighty 
flame!
Lift Me to the 
People Level, Lord
A s I s u r v e y  the experience that has been mine in the pastoral minis­
try, I come to the conclusion that 
some o f  the really deep and un­
touched areas of ministry are in the 
arena of family problems. I have met 
so many people who seem to be suc­
cessful in every other area of their 
lives except in the area of happy mar­
riages, solid family life, and person- 
to-person relationships. Lord, are 
You trying to tell me that we have 
been overlooking this vast area of 
human need and dealing mostly with 
superficial issues?
We do spend a great deal of our 
time in the church world promoting 
programs as if they were the answer 
to the deep human needs. Yet Jesus 
did not promote programs but spent 
time with people at their point of
*Pastor, Church of the Nazarene, Santa Barbara, 
Calif.
need personally, and often one by 
one. I know all this sounds strangely 
familiar, and I have probably talked 
with you about it before, but I keep 
coming back to this place.
Lord, lead me out of the morass of 
involvement in petty little programs 
and into the exciting arena of human 
relationships. Let this be the time 
when I am able to rise above the pro­
gram level to the people level. Teach 
me how to bring cold, clear, clean 
water to the thirsty souls dying of 
spiritual thirst. Keep me from being 
so concerned about the condition of 
the water jug, the method of getting 
to the thirsty souls, and the theories 
that deal with thirsty people— why 
they are thirsty and so on. Allow me 
the privilege of using the tools at my 
command to do in a manner pleasing 
to You this task of getting water to 
thirsty men.
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Constructive Restraints in Evangelism
F u l l - t i m e  e v a n g e l i s t s  make up one of the most sacrificing groups 
to be found in the work of the Lord. 
I stand in solemn salute to this com ­
mitted army of workers who are fill­
ing so great a place in promoting 
God’s kingdom on earth. Without the 
spirit of true evangelism, the Church 
will soon grow old and die. She may 
exist as an organization, but will fail 
to be a life-giving force in the world.
This may come as a shock to some, 
but in my humble opinion the cause 
of evangelism is being wounded most 
by evangelists themselves. It is sad 
but true that many pastors and 
churches are fearful of evangelists. 
And for the most part, these pastors 
and lay members are godly, conse­
crated people of God.
I fear that more than one pastor 
has been betrayed by the person he 
called in good faith to minister to his 
people. After being burned once, wise 
folk are careful about putting their
by
Vard VanBriggle
Evangelist
The Wesleyan Church
hands in the fire. In order for men to 
work together, there must be an ele­
ment of trust and confidence. Many 
pastors, unwilling to place their faith 
in the unknown, call a neighboring 
pastor to conduct the special meet­
ing.
For years we evangelists have been 
a special “ breed.”  We have a kind of 
independence that many other work­
ers do not enjoy. If not carried to ex­
cess, this is necessary and good. Too 
much of this spirit, however, can do 
great harm.
Any God-called minister should be 
free to preach the gospel of Christ. It 
should be preached without fear. 
There should be no compromise with 
sin or the great doctrines of Holy 
Writ. A Spirit-directed and God- 
anointed m inistry will never do 
harm, though at first it might appear 
to do so.
The danger lies in the fact that an 
evangelist can branch out in so many 
areas. Some of these have very little, 
if any, relationship to the gospel. 
When extreme, undocumented state­
ments are made which downgrade 
the church and reflect on God’s peo­
ple, the preacher has departed from 
the gospel. In many such statements 
he is voicing his own pet peeves. We 
must obey God rather than men, but 
we should be sure that it is God we
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are obeying and not the vibrations of 
our own ego or the prejudices of some 
personal notion.
Examples could be given of ex­
tremism running in opposite direc­
tions. Such preaching hinders the 
sincere efforts of those who labor to 
reach the lost. We evangelists should 
stand aside long enough to observe 
our own work. This might determine 
how much of it is for our own glory 
and how much for the glory of God.
Som e evangelists have becom e 
chronic complainers. There may be 
some reason for this—the feeling that 
we are forgotten, unnoticed, a sort of 
tolerated necessity. But is the failure 
of others an excuse for our own grum­
bling? Such shallow thinking is typi­
cal of this permissive world. To feel 
like forgotten men is part of the price 
we pay for the high honor of doing the 
work to which God has called us. 
When did Jesus ever promise any­
thing but a cross?
When an evangelist accepts a call 
to assist in a revival effort, he is then 
in the employ of that church. If there 
is counsel and instruction from the 
pastor as the leader of the group, this 
is appropriate and should be accept­
ed graciously. Sometimes the tension 
is so great and the situation so deli­
cate that the results of years of work
can be jeopardized by an insensitive 
and undiscerning evangelist. The 
pastor and local leaders may know of 
explosive situations where a wrong 
word will set off a destructive bomb.
Do we really expect the people to 
accept our message o f correction 
when we ourselves are so very inde­
pendent? Only when we are willing 
to learn are we qualified to teach. 
Should an evangelist become peevish 
because a pastor asks him to refrain 
from certain subjects unless led of 
the Spirit to speak of them?
Evangelists must be awakened to 
the fact that they are as much under 
authority as any other worker in the 
church. When this is recognized, the 
work of evangelism can be redeemed. 
In many areas it needs to be.
There are many tried and true men 
in this special work. They can be 
fully trusted in any pulpit. It is not 
our purpose to reflect on them or 
their useful work. We live in chang­
ing times. We need not change our 
principles, but our method and out­
look may need some overhauling. 
There was a time when I needed this 
advice. If only there had been some­
one with the courage to speak, I 
might have learned long ago the les­
sons of restraint which enhance the 
ministry of evangelism.
!SS35aa5as55ag55SJS35gE5=S55aS!S5Bg53!SS55g55ag55a;55SS55aa3Sg5JBg53ag65aS55agE5!!g63a55Jaa5aa5=S53Ba3a;55Sg55a^
g "Merry Christmas" may mean many things, since the word a
t« "m erry" bespeaks mirth, gaiety, jollity, high spirits, and lightheart- a
& edness. But centuries ago the word meant peacefulness and blessed- S
|  ness.
S The editor and his family, and our office staff, wish for you and H 
yours a Christmas season that is in every sense of the word "merry." $
j* May Christmas bring you peace, and may the blessings of God H
R be yours. SI *
$  a
if I
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Anointing with Oil for the Sick
T h a t  w h i c h  h a s  p r o v e d  to be a spe­cial opportunity for the moving 
of the Holy Spirit to our local congre­
gation is what we refer to as the 
“ anointing for needs.”
Each Sunday in the evening wor­
ship there is a portion of the service 
(usually during the preliminary seg­
m ent) which is set aside for this 
particular prayer emphasis. The pro­
cedure usually follows these steps:
1. The congregation is asked to 
stand to sing a hymn or prayer chorus 
(for example, “ Fill My Cup, Lord” ). 
The pastor invites any worshipper 
who may have a physical and/or spir­
itual need for which he would desire 
special prayer to step forward for the 
anointing with oil and for prayer.
2. A simple explanation is provid­
ed concerning Jas. 5:13-15, as well as 
a supporting passage such as 1 John 
5:14 (which gives instructions con­
cerning the anointing as well as guid­
ance as to how to pray—that is, 
“ according to Thy will” ).
3. As the congregation sings, those 
desiring this special prayer ministry 
proceed to the altar. We also invite 
friends or relatives who may wish to 
accompany such persons to the altar.
by
J. Grant 
Swank, Jr.
Pastor
Church of the Nazarene 
Fishkill. N.Y.
4. Each person kneeling for prayer 
is approached by the minister, who 
places a drop of oil on the forehead 
and then proceeds to pray for the 
healing presence of the Holy Spirit 
and for the unfolding of God’s perfect 
will to be accomplished. Prior to the 
actual prayer, however, the minister 
asks the person if he has come for a 
spiritual need or a physical need or 
both. Then the minister knows more 
specifically how to pray.
5. Follow ing these prayers, the 
minister instructs the congregation 
to be seated and offers a brief word of 
encouragement to those leaving the 
altar.
Since we have opened up this op­
portunity to the Spirit of God, we 
have experienced three primary 
“ feedbacks” :
1. The prayer time during the 
anointing brings a new warmth of 
sharing one another’s burdens to the 
worship hour. The people are drawn 
together and find themselves genu­
inely empathizing with one another 
in a most practical way.
2. Some have been touched with 
the healing presence of the Spirit. 
One woman was healed of cancer of 
the throat. Another was touched 
physically so that she did not have to 
undergo surgery which her doctor was 
planning. A man was healed of a 
heart ailment. A woman was healed 
of a sprained neck which previously 
had given her much pain. These are 
representative of others who have 
had similar experiences.
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3. Such an anointing opens up the 
opportunity for the minister to ex­
plain the importance of praying for 
God’s will to be accomplished, so 
that those who are not healed by the 
Spirit know better how to relinquish 
the situation more completely to the 
perfect plan o f the Father.
W ith  the em phasis o f healing 
throughout evangelical Christianity, 
it is important for the clergy to ex­
plain clearly the biblical position 
which can be posited so simply in the 
two primary passages of Jas. 5:13-15 
and 1 John 5:14. We are commis­
sioned to anoint the sick with oil 
along with prayers to the Father. And 
we are commissioned to pray for any­
thing that we want “ according to Thy 
will.”
Some Christians hold to the posi­
tion that we have the right to de­
mand of God that He heal any person 
brought to Him in prayer. And other 
Christians who pray for the sick by 
injecting “ Thy will be done”  are crit­
icized as being weak in their faith by 
concluding with such a resignation to 
the Father’s will.
Praying for the Father’s will is not 
a sign of weakness but a sign of wis­
dom. It is recognizing that our will 
cannot finally know all, that only His 
will knows all; that our wills are fi­
nite and His will is infinite. To pray 
dictatorially to God is to over-assert 
our finite, limited knowledge of any 
situation; but to conclude with leav­
ing the circumstance within His per­
fect knowledge and will is to be wise 
spiritually.
The anointing for the sick provides 
the minister this most opportune mo­
ment to explain in simple fashion 
what the Bible teaches us concerning 
the prayers for the sick.
Another benefit of this anointing 
ministry within the worship is to 
meet other than physical needs in 
special prayer. For instance, a Chris­
tian woman who is particularly bur­
dened for a chaotic home situation 
makes her way to the altar for prayer 
on behalf of this spiritual need within 
her family. A Christian man who is 
especially confused about a decision 
relating to his future work kneels for 
special prayer, asking for God’s in­
sight into the situation. And not in­
frequently a person comes to the altar 
simply to be prayed over with the 
request for personal salvation, that 
Jesus will forgive sins and remove 
guilt.
Still another benefit of the “ anoint­
ing for needs”  is the opportunity for 
persons to pray “ in proxy”  for anoth­
er’s needs. For instance, a fine Chris­
tian couple in the church was given 
little hope for the life of their new 
baby daughter. The doctor had ex­
hausted medical resources—only a 
miracle could save the child. The 
baby was born on Friday morning. 
The next Sunday morning in wor­
ship, the secretary of the Cradle Roll 
department knelt at the altar and 
was anointed on behalf of the child. 
The Holy Spirit came to the entire 
congregation in an especially warm 
and beautiful way during those mo­
ments of intercessory prayer. During 
the next week the Christians con­
tinued with their intercession at the 
family altars in their homes. The 
Lord touched that baby, and the next 
Sunday the couple took the baby 
home in perfect health. What a spiri­
tual “ shot in the arm”  for the congre­
gation when this was announced! 
When the situation was given to God, 
He entered in and not only saved the 
baby, but also lifted the worshipers 
to new heights in faith and commit­
ment.
Announcing the “ anointing for 
needs”  by way of a news release in 
the local newspapers and in the 
weekly church listing information on 
the newspapers’ church pages has 
brought others into the church who 
are seeking out a community church
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with such an emphasis of daring faith 
in God.
Could it be that we would see more 
of God’s miracle-working power if 
only we made provision for such in 
our worship services? We emphasize 
that need for salvation and sanctifi­
cation, but there are other emphases 
of the Scriptures which can be like­
wise brought to the growth of the 
congregation to the glory of God, one 
of them being the “ anointing for 
needs” :
Is any among you afflicted ? let him
pray. Is any merry? let him sing 
psalms. Is any sick among you? let 
him call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, anoint­
ing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: and the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have commit­
ted sins, they shall be forgiven him 
(Jas. 5:13-15).
And this is the confidence that we 
have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us 
(1 John 5:14).
The Prophet o f D undee
T h e  y e a r  1843 will long be memo­rable in Scottish church history. 
That was the year that saw the great 
cleavage in the Church of Scotland 
known as the “ Disruption.”  More 
than 400 congregations, under the 
leadership o f Thom as Chalmers, 
withdrew from the State Church and 
formed the Free Church of Scotland. 
To those acquainted with religious 
biography, the year 1843 might recall 
another event in Scotland—the death 
of Robert Murray McCheyne.
M cC h ey n e  (p ro n o u n ce d  M a c- 
Chain) was undoubtedly one of the 
most saintly and devoted ministers 
the Scottish kirk ever produced. His 
name is still synonymous with holy
by
Herbert
McGonigle
Pastor
Leeds, England
living, anointed preaching, and suc­
cessful soul winning. All through his 
short ministry of seven and a half 
years, his constant prayer was, “ O 
God, make me as holy as it is possible 
for a sinner saved by grace on this 
earth to be.”  Writing to a friend who 
was preparing for the ministry, M c­
Cheyne counselled: “ It is not great 
talents God blesses so much as great 
likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is 
an awful weapon in the hand of God.” 
To spend time with McCheyne is a 
spiritual discipline and he has much 
to say to us today as holiness pastors. 
The aim of this article is to make us 
a little more familiar with this out­
standing servant of God— the proph­
et of Dundee.
The outline of McCheyne’s life is 
quickly sketched. He was born in 
Edinburgh on May 21, 1813. He was a 
brilliant pupil at Edinburgh’s High 
School and later at the university in 
the same city. In 1831 he was accept­
ed as a candidate in the Divinity Hall 
under Dr. Chalmers to prepare for 
the ministry of the Church of Scot­
10 The Preacher’s Magazine
land. As yet he knew nothing of per­
sonal saving grace. He had a thor­
ough grounding in the classics, read 
both Testaments in their original lan­
guages, and made good progress in 
philosophy. He also possessed re­
markable poetic talent, as many of 
his hymns reveal. Intellectually his 
preparation for the ministry could 
hardly have been improved.
It was the death o f a beloved 
younger brother that brought him 
into liv ing contact with Christ. 
Awakened to a sense of sin, it was 
through reading “ The Sum of Saving 
Knowledge,” a statement of evan­
gelical truth usually appended to 
Scotland’s “ Confession of Faith,” 
that he found peace through personal 
faith. In 1836 he became minister of 
the new St. Peter’s Church in Dun­
dee, where he labored with amazing 
industry and success till he was 
called to a higher service in 1843. 
During the time at St. Peter’s, he 
spent one year with three other Scot­
tish ministers on a mission of inquiry 
among the Jews of Palestine.
All through his short ministry, 
McCheyne was seldom free of bodily 
pain. Attacks of fever were constant 
and he suffered much from lung trou­
ble. He very rarely preached outside 
his own church, and the only writings 
he left behind, apart from his hymns, 
were an exposition of Revelation 1— 3 
and two sermons. In spite of this al­
most parochial seclusion, it is not 
too much to say that his ministry 
moved the whole nation, and all 
Scotland mourned his death. His 
close friend, Andrew Bonar, brother 
to the hymn writer Horatius Bonar, 
became his biographer in what is one 
of the great spiritual classics—M em ­
oir and Remains of the Rev. Robert 
Murray McCheyne.
McCheyne’s life was full of fra­
grance, beauty, and spiritual grace. 
He had one great, absorbing ambi­
tion—to be like Christ and to be a
successful soul winner. Scotland has 
produced greater preachers than 
McCheyne, and ministers whose in­
tellectual attainments were superior 
to his, and evangelists who won more 
men to Christ than he did, but never 
has that land seen another minister 
in whom all these gifts were so won­
derfully combined. In spiritual fervor 
and delight in God, McCheyne most 
nearly approaches that other Scot­
tish saint of two centuries earlier, the 
Covenanter Sam uel Rutherford. 
Among the great treasurers of M c­
Cheyne’s ministry were his letters. 
In style and spirit they closely re­
sem ble R utherford ’ s “ L etters,”  
though they never quite reach the 
ecstasy of spirit expressed by that 
lyrist.
How can we evaluate the life and 
work of McCheyne? To look into his 
amazing ministry is to be humbled 
and silenced. What was the secret of 
this man of God? As preachers, can 
we learn anything from him today? 
After careful analysis of Bonar’s 
moving biography, four marks of 
McCheyne’s ministry seem most im­
portant:
1. From the day he first found 
peace through the blood of Christ un­
til the day he drew his last breath, 
McCheyne never ceased to seek holi­
ness. “ I am deepened in my convic­
tion,” he wrote to his friend, W. C. 
Burns, “ that if we are to be instru­
ments in God’s work, we must be 
purified from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit. 0  cry for personal 
holiness, constant nearness to God by 
the blood of the Lamb. Bask in His 
beams, be filled with His Spirit or 
all success in the ministry will only 
be to your own everlasting confus- 
sion.”
It would be a mistake to think of 
McCheyne as seeking for holiness as 
understood by the “ holiness”  people 
— at least as far as terminology is 
concerned. He never thought of it as
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a “ second blessing,”  would most 
probably have rejected the term “ en­
tire sanctification”  as we understand 
it, and definitely refused the term 
“ perfect love”  as referring to any­
thing but God’s perfect love to us. 
McCheyne was nurtured in the 
strong Calvinistic atmosphere of the 
Scottish church. Calvinistic theolo­
gians and preachers were his spiritual 
guides, and his seeking for Christ- 
likeness must be understood against 
this background.
Countless entries in his diaries 
show how keenly he felt the power of 
inbred sin and he labored to find the 
victory in Christ. And the victory 
came. McCheyne saw in the Scrip­
tures the “ rest of faith”  promised to 
the people of God, and by faith he 
entered in. The fragrance of his life, 
the ardor of his spirit, his deep hu­
mility and yearning love for God and 
man—these were the marks of one 
who had “ put on Christ”  in all His 
fullness. “ He was the living epistle of 
Christ,” said Mrs. Andrew Bonar, “ a 
picture so lovely that I would have 
given all the world to be as he was.”
2. McCheyne’s prayer life was con­
sistent. Here is a typical entry from 
his diary: “ Rose early to seek God 
and found Him whom my soul loveth. 
Who would not rise early to seek 
such company? They that sow in 
tears shall reap in joy .”  Another 
entry reads: “ Very happy in my 
work. Too little prayer in the morn­
ing. Must try to get to bed earlier on 
Saturday that I may rise ‘a good 
while before day.’ ”  Bonar adds: 
“ These early hours of meditation he 
endeavored to have all his life, not for 
study but for prayer.”
McCheyne prayed early in the 
morning; he prayed from house to 
house among his people; he prayed 
mightily as he prepared for the pulpit 
ministry; in short, he prayed “ with­
out ceasing.”  His notebooks show 
that he followed a strict method of
prayer in his private devotions. He 
began with prayer for his own family, 
then for his closest friends, thirdly for 
his congregation. These he had divid­
ed into no fewer than 11 categories 
according to their spiritual standing, 
and all were prayed for in turn. Last­
ly he prayed for Scotland and for the 
work of God everywhere.
3. McCheyne’s pastoral visitation 
was regular and systematic. He kept 
a book exclusively for the purpose 
of recording his visits and making 
observations on the spiritual condi­
tion of his people. To read the book 
is to follow this diligent pastor and 
lover of souls from house to house in 
his parish. There was Bible reading 
and prayer in every home, and tend­
er, loving dealing with each one 
about his spiritual welfare. Among 
his “ Rules”  was: “ When visiting in 
a family, speak particularly to the 
strangers about eternal things. Per­
haps God has brought you together 
just to save that soul.”  Most nights 
found his frail body utterly worn out 
with his demanding pastoral minis­
trations, but there was no slacking 
the pace until the very end.
4. Last, there was about M c ­
Cheyne’s preaching an inexpressible 
tenderness and beauty. “ It is dif­
ficult to convey to those who never 
knew him,”  wrote Bonar, “ a correct 
idea of the sweetness and holy unc­
tion of his preaching.”  St. Peter’s 
was always crowded, the people 
drawn by the preacher’s love of 
Christ and souls. His very heart 
seemed to be poured forth as he 
pleaded with men to forsake their 
sin and follow Christ. More eloquent 
and touching than all his oratory 
were the tears that fell freely on the 
pulpit Bible.
A review of his sermon subjects 
shows how often he preached on hell 
and judgment, but always with ten­
derness and flowing tears. Walking 
one day with his friend Bonar, he
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asked him what he had preached 
about the previous Sunday. ‘ “ The 
wicked shall be turned into hell,’ ”  
was Bonar’s reply. Thinking for a 
moment on the awful text, M c­
Cheyne asked: “ Were you able to 
preach it tenderly?”  His counsel to 
his colleages was: “ Preach hell ten­
derly, with heartbroken sorrow and 
compassion. One who has not these 
feelings ought not to preach at all.”
Shortly after his death, a visitor to 
St. Peter’s asked the sexton what was 
the secret of McCheyne’s influence. 
“ Sit down here,”  said the sexton, 
pointing to the chair in the vestry. 
“ Now put your elbows on the table.” 
This was done. “ Now put your face in 
your hands.”  The visitor obeyed. 
“ Now,”  said the canny old Scot, 
“ let the tears flow. That was the way 
Mr. McCheyne used to do.”  Then the 
sexton led the inquirer to the pulpit. 
“ Put your elbows down into the 
pulpit.”  The visitor did so. “ Now put 
your face in your hands.” He obeyed. 
“ Now let the tears flow. That was the 
way Mr. McCheyne used to do.”
On returning from his year in 
Palestine, McCheyne found that re­
vival had broken out in his church 
under the ministry of Rev. W. C. 
Burns, who later became the apostle 
to the Chinese. Like a true brother 
and servant of Christ, McCheyne 
entered into the glorious work, which 
continued for more than three years. 
From scenes of great spiritual tri­
umph he was translated, at the early 
age of 29, into the heavenly King­
dom.
To study McCheyne is to make us 
long to be more Christlike and have a 
deeper love for the souls in our care. 
Who can tell what scenes would fol­
low if we could weep over lost souls as 
he did? McCheyne’s prayer is the 
prayer all of us must constantly pray: 
“ O God, make me as holy as it is pos­
sible for a sinner saved by grace on 
this earth to be.”
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Practical 
Points that make a difference
The Old Story 
with a New Look!
Dear Son:
Say, I wish you could have seen our 
pastor Christmas Sunday! I wondered 
where he was during the time preced­
ing the sermon— and then here he came 
through a side door dressed like a shep­
herd. His auburn beard was topped by 
an Eastern headress, and his gown was 
authentic to the rope belt and the slip­
pers.
He started reminiscing the moment 
he came through the door as though it 
were 30 years following that first 
blessed morn. He took us through that 
beautiful “ silent night.”  He described 
the coming of the angels and the 
glorious heavenly choir.
He hurried with the shepherds 
across the valley to Bethlehem and de­
scribed the scene of Joseph, Mary, and 
the ‘babe lying in the manger.”  Then 
he walked silently back to the hills 
from whence he came.
There was not a voice to be heard in 
the congregation—and all the children 
were there. They were fascinated by 
the same story dramatized with sim­
plicity.
Son, you can do a lot of things with a 
little imagination, and your people will 
respond with a great Amen! It breaks 
the routine and gives the annual mes­
sage a new flavor. We are praying you 
will have a good day Sunday.
Letter to a Future PK
By Larry O. Howland*
Dear Baby-to-be:
It is Christmas Day, and according to the calendar it will be only 
25 more days before you arrive. The days seem to be passing altogether 
too slowly. Members of our congregation have been quite amused by 
your anxious, expectant father as he counts the days.
This Christmas Day your mother is writing a letter from the par­
sonage to her family. This is the very first Christmas she has been away 
from her family, and even though I have not heard one word of com ­
plaint, I have sensed the nostalgia. Of course we could not travel the 
thousand miles, since you are to be here so soon.
Because I am thinking of you, I am now in my study writing you this 
letter. Perhaps I can express my fears and hopes and joys on paper that 
I cannot voice to anyone else. We have waited a long time for you. When 
your mother and I were first married, we chose five names for five chil­
dren. But the Lord did not plan it that way. After six long years, you will 
be our first. Neither of us is certain if we want you to be Jimmy or 
Rebecca. To be honest, one day I hope you are Jimmy, and the next I 
hope you are Rebecca. I know it is foolish, but I have been afraid that, if 
you turn out to be Jimmy, I will be too old to play ball or wrestle by the 
time you reach the proper age. And if you are Rebecca, there may never 
be a boy good enough to date you!
Ever since we heard that you would be coming to us, there has not 
been one single day go by that I have not prayed for you, not only for 
your physical well-being, but for something so much more important— 
your spiritual well-being.
More than anything else, we want you to be a Christian, to love God 
and to put Him first in your life. We do not want to fail in our spiritual 
responsibility to you. There may be times when you will question our 
wisdom, times you may even wish you had someone else for a mommy 
and daddy. Some pastors’ children feel it is a disadvantage to be a min­
ister’s child. I sincerely hope you never feel that way.
We have what some today regard as archaic convictions. Your 
mother and I try to let Christ rule our lives. Because of this there may be 
times when you do not understand why we will have to forbid you to do 
some things, and insist that you do certain other things. There will be 
times when you feel we have disappointed you and let you down. I pray 
for strength and wisdom during these times.
If you are Rebecca, we already have you pictured as the prettiest 
little girl in the world. If you are James, we have you pictured as presi­
dent of the youth group and the captain of the football team.
But primarily we want you to grow up to love the God that your 
mother and I love so much.
Love,
Dad
*Pastor, Free M eth od ist church , G uthrie, O kla.
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By Raymond C. Kratzer
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Church of the Nazarene
XII. Reverence
F r o m  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p a g e s  of Sacred Writ to the last chronicler of 
God’s Word, there is a constant, 
haunting overtone of reverence and 
awe concerning sacred things. Moses 
was asked to remove his shoes as he 
stood on the sacred ground of God’s 
will for his life in the presence of the 
burning bush. Isaiah was entranced 
by the cherubim and seraphim re­
peating, “ Holy, holy, holy, is the 
Lord,”  when he entered the sanc­
tuary of the Most High. Peter, James, 
and John were overcome by the efful­
gent glory surrounding Jesus as they 
shared with Him the Transfiguration 
experience.
We find ourselves at times caught 
up in the mood of the day which 
considers nothing sacred. Morality, 
leadership, institutionalism, the gov­
ernment, the school, and even the 
Church are charaded by well-paid 
entertainers who seem to please the 
populace. The appellations of “ Su­
per-Star”  and the “ Man Upstairs”  to 
our blessed Redeemer are carelessly 
mouthed by unregenerate persons, 
and often condoned in substance by 
the silent majority.
The ministry must strive with 
every available tool to recapture tra­
ditional reverence concerning sacred 
things, lest our current generation 
lose completely the basic foundations 
for a God-pleasing life.
The dramatic and terrifying ex­
periences outlined in the Bible, of 
persons who flippantly  handled 
sacred things, or who carelessly re­
garded God’s instructions, must be 
considered as “ teachers”  to guide us 
in this day of grace. The misap­
propriation of the spoils of Jericho, in 
the case of Achan at Ai, caused ter­
rible judgment to come to him and 
his family. Uzza, who put forth his 
hand and touched the ark of the 
covenant to steady it, when the oxen 
stumbled who were hauling it, was 
smitten dead by the hand of God be­
cause he disregarded the importance 
of sacred things. Ananias and Sap- 
phira died in an instant because they 
lied concerning their gifts to the 
Church. God’s judgments today are 
not so immediate, but this is no sign 
that impiety is less grievous to Him 
or will receive less punishment in the 
long run.
It is trite to say that “ example is 
more potent than precept.” But it 
should be said often! The minister 
needs to hear it said and he needs to 
head the admonition to teach well by 
his example, especially in the area of 
piety.
Too often good preachers, to gain a 
laugh, will relate a story in which 
sacred things are put in a frivolous 
light. Repetition in this vein will dull 
the conscience of the servant of God,
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and it will also damage the image of 
reverence which should always be a 
part of his life. Even the way he 
laughs at the impiety of others can 
“ ring a bell”  of uncertainty or shal­
lowness which will prevent the over­
tone of reverence from sounding forth 
a blessedness to those within the 
circle of his influence.
The attitude of the minister to­
ward his church— even the church 
building itself— can enhance the 
image of reverence which must be re­
captured in this day of such ir­
reverence. Just recently a dedicated 
layman of our Zion met me at one of 
our small churches. Since he was a 
real-estate man, I had asked him to 
appraise the building prior to our ad­
vertising it for sale. The day was cold 
and the interior of the church seemed 
even colder. I walked ahead of him 
into the sanctuary with my hat on to 
protect my head. But as he walked 
through the door, without fanfare he 
almost automatically doffed his hat 
and held it in his hand as he looked 
the church over. Of course I followed 
suit. My heart was warmed that day 
— even if my head was cool—because 
of the aura of reverence that per­
vaded the atmosphere.
Little things speak loudly at times. 
The manner in which the pastor 
holds his Bible, and the skill with 
which he reads it, can sound forth a 
sweet tone of reverence. The public 
prayer, indicating that the man of 
God has been oft at the drill, can 
stimulate a whole congregation to ex­
perience the presence of God. The 
way he places his offering in the plate 
as the firstfruits of his labors can lift 
the offering to a place of sacramental 
glory.
We would not at all try to say that 
the padre is to inspire a sanctimo­
nious robot by his performances. No 
one should more fully epitomize the 
joy of the Lord by his whole life than 
does the minister. He should evoke
the heartiest of laughter and the most 
exciting type of living. But he should 
always remember there is a time and 
a season for everything under the 
sun. But there is never a time for him 
to deviate from his influential posi­
tion so as to make his shibboleths 
sound like “ clanking cymbals and 
tinkling bells.”
It is strange that at times holiness 
brethren are fearful of appearing 
prudish or “ holier than thou”  to their 
fellows. This compulsion causes some 
men to inhibit their finer motives and 
exhibit a false joviality which causes 
heartaches and a throbbing con­
science at the end of the day. After 
all, what is wrong in being thought of 
as “ the man of God” ? Could it be 
that our carelessness along this line 
sometimes prevents the full blessing 
of God moving in our midst?
The sermon is still the man! 
Through thoughtful and daily disci­
pline, one’s life can speak volumes 
that will extend and broaden the 
scope of his usefulness. History is 
full of illustrations of preachers who 
changed their world for good because 
they dared to be different. I can re­
call many men across the years who 
caused me to feel that God was 
speaking through them, because they 
possessed the “ overtone of rever­
ence.”  Their messages had a touch of 
eternity in them, and people were 
changed for the better because they 
came in contact with them.
Let us as ministers dare to be dif­
ferent, not being conformed to this 
world, but rather exuding the trans­
formation which we preach as the 
possibility of divine grace. Aping the 
styles, accommodating to the flairs of 
society can only place us on a lower 
plane, which will increase the dif­
ficulty of the task of lifting others to 
the higher life. Let us align ourselves 
with God’s pattern and strive to pro­
duce the kind of influence that is ex­
pected of servants of the Most High.
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Where 
Have They Gone?
I  A M  CONCERNED and alarmed at ou r losses! They are staggering 
in the ir im plications! They are more than statistics, fo r they deal w ith 
souls! We, the ministers o f the church, are responsible fo r them — the 
souls, 1 mean. Please be alarmed along w ith  me!
We are gaining in m em bership— yes. But we are losing too  many 
w hile  we are gaining. For example, a d istrict received 750 new Nazarenes 
in an assembly year but showed up w ith  a net gain o f 48. W hat is wrong? 
Why? W here did they go— the 702?
1. Some o f them  w ent on to the ir eternal reward. This is a statistic 
beyond our contro l. But this is on ly  a small fraction o f the total and 
tragic loss.
2. Some moved away, but this num ber need not be lost to  the 
church. Pastor, you can and should send the ir names and new addresses 
to  the D epartm ent o f Evangelism. The D epartm ent w ill see to  it that the 
pastor near the ir new address can contact them . You d id n 't know  where 
they were moving? W hy d id n 't you ask them? They knew  w here they 
were going. Their souls are yet your responsibility. To try to  keep them  
on your ro ll is selfish and fu tile . They have moved away. They are gone. 
But let's keep them  in the church— at least, let's try!
3. The rest are just gone— w here? w hen? and above all else, why? 
D id they lose interest? The question is still, W hy? D id n 't they fit in well? 
The question is again Why? To be real honest, let's scrutinize some 
things related to  our loss o f people w ho are still near geographically but 
are am ong the missing.
a. The altar. Do we carefully, prayerfully, and certainly “ stay w ith 
i t "  and see them  in to  a real, de fin ite  experience o f grace?
b. The fo llow -up . In those first "o h , so c ru c ia l" days did you or your 
people  keep close to  them?
c. The church. D id your people accept them  and assimilate them  in ­
to  the opera tion , structure, and fe llow ship  o f the church?
d. Involvem ent. D id they get to  be a part o f the activities of the 
chu rch— spiritual, functiona l, social?
W e all know  that the altar is the first step, the beginning. A ll the rest 
o f the church is there  to  keep the glorious start from  being the tragic 
ending. £>
1 am rem inded o f the statement in the M anual (page 220, paragraph 
401.3). It is fo r all o f us ministers. Let us read it again righ t now . We 
cannot stop all the  losses, but we can try. We can do better than we 
are do ing, no t fo r statistics' sake, but fo r souls' sake.
You can see by now  that I am all "w o rk e d  u p "  over this m atter! And 
I am! I have just passed th rough  an assembly season. I re jo ice in our 
great year. I am happy fo r every one we have gained. This has been a 
good year. C od has blessed our church in a very m ighty and unusual 
way. We are having the largest crowds we have ever had. We are having 
m ore seekers at ou r altars than we have ever had. W e have had m ore 
people jo in  ou r church than we have ever had in a period o f tim e  like 
this. But today I am also alarmed over o u r losses— to o  many, a tragic 
figure. And they are souls fo r w hom  we to iled , w hom  we won and lost. 
W hat w ill we say to  H IM  when HE asks us about them? Please be alarm ed  
along w ith m e!v
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SELOR, THE MIGHTY COD, 
THE EVERLASTING FATHER,
THE PRINCE OF PEACE------
WITH JUDGMENT AND WITH 
JUSTICE FROM HENCEFORTH 
EVEN FOREVER
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PENSIONS AND BENEVOLENCE
loin 
the 
Positive 
Protest!!
I f YOU THINK HIGHER TAXES, in fla tion , and the spiraling cost of 
living are problems now, th ink  ahead to your re tirem ent years. W hether 
re tirem ent is close at hand or years away, you probably feel optim istic  about 
it now, as most ministers do. Many are looking forw ard to  it as a tim e of 
relaxation and rest. Some view retirem ent as a tim e for travel, study, family 
appreciation, and hobbies.
Yet unless you provide positively now, very few o f you w ill have ade­
quate income  to  cope w ith  the ever increasing cost o f everything. W ell over 
half of all clergymen w ill have to move from  the ir present homes upon 
retirem ent, fu rther intensifying the ir financial p ligh t when costs keep going 
up and income suddenly goes down.
What can you do about i t? Taking to  the streets w ith  signs, rallies, and 
marches m ight attract attention, but it is extrem ely doub tfu l that this w ould 
solve the problem . But you can " protest"  in a positive way  by taking advan­
tage of congressional provision that gives you the opportun ity  to  save for 
your re tirem ent under extremely favorable tax conditions , by means o f a 
tax-sheltered annuity.
The Nazarene Supplemental Retirement Program is designed to take 
fu ll advantage of this provision and protect Nazarene ministers from  finan­
cial disaster at re tirem ent by means of a guaranteed incom e for life. This 
also provides fo r a great tax benefit fo r the active pastor,  fo r up to  20 per­
cent of his salary may be contribu ted to the program w ithou t being cur­
rently  reportable fo r federal incom e tax purposes!  At retirem ent, this 
tax-deferred income is received in add ition  to  social security benefits 
and "Basic" Pension benefits, w ithou t reducing either.
You have a right to enjoy your re tirem ent when it comes, so JOIN THE 
POSITIVE PROTEST against higher taxes, in fla tion , and the cost o f living. 
JOIN THE NAZARENE SUPPLEMENTAL RETIREMENT PLAN!!! For details 
and inform ation , contact Dean Wessels, executive secretary, Departm ent of 
Pensions and Benevolence, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, M o. 64131.
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EVANGELISM
L
OUR YEAR Of EMPHASIS OH HOLINESS.. .
PLAN NOW:
☆  LOCAL CHURCH AND DISTRICT
HOLINESS CONVENTIONS
☆  CITY-WIDE HOLINESS CRUSADES
HOLINESS EMPHASIS:
IN PREACHERS’ RETREATS 
ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES 
IN SERMON SERIES 
IN CST CLASSES
A GREATER EMPHASIS ON THE 
CARDfNAL DOCTRfNE OF THE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
•  IT WILL BEGIN •
with the Conference on Evangelism
JANUARY J-tO. 1374
THEME• " THE p e rs o n  a n d  w o r k  o f  th e
HOL Y SPIRIT IN EVANGELISM"
December, 1973 16e
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (RADIO)
& h r i s t m a s l
— IS NOT THE HAPPIEST EXCLAMATION
"JESUS SAVES M E"
— FROM THE LIPS OF A NEW CHRISTIAN > — <  
CARRIES MORE JOY— A ND  IT IS LASTING 
V 
RADIO
— CARRYING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE HELPS 
MORE PEOPLE TO KNO W  THIS GREAT JOY
SUPPORT YOUR NAZARENE BROADCASTS 
BRINGING THIS JOY AROUND THE WORLD
English Spanish Portuguese French
C O M M U N IC A TIO N S  C O M M ISSIO N
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YOUTH
The TOible 
is for Giving...
( S h a r e  I t .
Districts with 100 percent par­
tic ip atio n  in the 1972 ABS 
offering:
Illinois 
S.W. Indiana 
Pittsburgh 
Oregon Pacific 
Kentucky 
N. Arkansas 
N.E. Oklahoma 
San Antonio 
E. Kentucky 
N.W . Ohio  
Iowa 
Kansas 
Minnesota
American Bible Society O ffering , December 9,1973 
Sponsored by Nazarene Young People's Society
December, 1973 16g
M I S S I O N
HRISTIAN SERVICE TRAIN ING
egister Today for the Denomination-wide Study
February— M arch, 1974 for16page re Jstration blank.
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FOR OUR GIVING
LO R D , giving is such a vital part 
of a heart and life touched by Your 
love!
H O L Y  S P IR IT , be our Guide  
throughout this year . . . and teach us 
to give liberally of A LL that we h a v e -  
not just our money, but our time, our 
talents, our love, guided by You.
T h an k  Y o u , H E A V E N L Y  F A ­
TH ER , for answering prayer . . . for 
helping us to see the needs of our very 
own, and impress us with W H A T  W E  
SH O U LD  D O  in our own church con­
cerning M E M O R IA L RO LL for this 
year!
Please make this prayer R EA L to 
all who read these lines.
Thanking You in advance, I am
One of Your children,
B A R B A R A  W A LL C H A N E Y  (Mrs. R. L.)
GENERAL NWMS COUNCIL
M E M O R IA L  ROLL
WORLD MISSIONS
THE MISSIONARY AND THE MISSIONS CONVENTION
M issionaries must change a lo t o f th e ir ideas as to  w hat a church  needs w hen they visit. 
N um ber 1 . . .  The church does not need missionaries to  preach. N o m atter how  good a preach­
er the  missionary may be, the  first ru le  must be “ D o n 't p reach ." Share . . . yes, and that is 
desperately needed. People want to  hear about people , customs, background, c lim ate, food, 
missionary liv ing, how  th e ir ch ild ren  are educated, the  recreational outle ts, w hat is appealing 
about th e ir adopted land, the  costumes o f the  nationals, how  the missionaries dress, in fo rm a ­
tion  about jung le  camps, what the m edical facilities are, and how  the  missionary sick are cared 
fo r. The m ethods o f evangelism and the  singing o f national songs are always a big hit.
I w ou ld  suggest a three-day convention  rather than a "o n e -n ig h t s tand." The m issionary 
is given a chance to  becom e acquainted w ith  the  local people  and there  is m ore o p p o rtu n ity  
fo r h im  to  share his vision and burdens. The congregation  is given the  chance to  see that mis­
sionaries are " ju s t p e o p le " like themselves. I w o u ld  suggest the  fo llo w in g  subjects fo r the  mis­
sionary to  handle:
1. W here do I w ork and what is m y w o rk?
M edica l w ork, village evangelism, a day at the  dispensary, etc. A t every session I th in k  the  
missionary w ou ld  be wise to  leave 10 m inutes at least fo r questions. This helps b ring  about a 
sense o f being a part o f the  w ork  o f the  missionary.
2. A session fo r ladies (if it is a lady m issionary o r a m issionary coup le)
W hat do m others, or anyone, w ant to  know? H ow  life  is on the  fie ld , w hat the  m issionary 
eats, w here the food  is obta ined. It is tim e  to  com e ou t o f the  ivory towers, the  grass shacks, 
so that ou r local people  can understand how  the  m issionary does live.
3. A session on the nationa l chu rch— What is happen ing?
H ow  does it happen? By " i t "  I mean the em ergence o f the  national church. W hat does 
this entail on ou r part? W hy are we afraid? W hat chances w ill it mean we must take? O u r peo­
ple have read enough about nationalism  in ou r day that this tru th  w ill no t shock them . In 
o ther words, it is necessary to  bring  the  national church righ t in to  ou r local church setting and 
make the  congregation a part o f it.
4. A session fo r young people  . . . a lone . . . w here they can learn about peop le  th e ir ow n  
age a round  the w o rld
Names . . . challenges . . . p ictures o f these young people. W hat does it mean to  be a Chris­
tian in that particu lar country? The m issionary must be w illin g  to  answer m any  questions h o n ­
estly from  the young people. W hat about the  "c a ll"  today to  the  mission field? H ow  has it 
changed, and does the missionary have any answers? These and related questions w ill com e 
along fo r sure. A suggestion w o u ld  be to  have this session w ith  the young people  away from  
the church on a p icn ic-type, relaxed situation.
5. A session fo r the " 60-plus"  o r the re tire d  fo lk
They w ou ld  like  to  know  w hat has happened to  the  in fluence  o f the  m issionary they re­
m em ber back in . . . H ow  has the  fie ld  changed? Etc.
The above is the  b rie f o u tlin e  w e have used at Pasadena First C hurch very successfully. 
There are a few  safeguards:
1. The pastor must know  what he wants in the  few  days. If he is heading fo r the  "Shares 
fo r O th e rs " . . . "A ll O u t fo r O th e rs " Day . . .  o r some o th e r like name, the  m issionary and the 
pastor must be in agreem ent. The cu lm ina ting  day is Sunday. In o u r services we take on ly  
seven m inutes fo r the  p ledging o f the  giving. W e make it a fun  tim e. The use o f the  th e rm o m ­
eter . . . the  m ounta in c lim b ing  . . . the  clock . . . etc., is in fro n t o f the  church . Everything is 
headed tow ard this m om ent . . .  IT IS NOT M ONEY . . .  IT IS PEOPLE. Everything that has been 
shared in the  last few  days is a part o f the  investments now  being made. It is e lectrify ing .
2. O n the closing Sunday the m issionary must be especially "w ith  i t . "  Brief, 15-m inute, 
relevant messages righ t from  the heart w ill greatly help the  overall a ttitu d e  o f the  day.
3. D inner meetings fo r the special groups fo r the Thursday n ight and o th e r gatherings 
assure you o f a good attendance. It also is good fo r close personal sharing. This g roup  w ill 
always feel they know  that particu lar missionary. A p o tluck  idea is fine. Advertise the  g roup  
m eeting (example: Thursday— young couples; Friday— teens; etc.). Have a sign-up sheet. 
M ake it an im portan t function .
N ow  to  sum it up, I th in k  the  pastor and the  m issionary must have several hours together 
in p lanning before  the  convention  begins. The missionary w ill have fine  suggestions to  make 
to  the  pastor w hich have com e from  o ther sim ilar conventions. A nd  as they share together, 
the pattern fo r these few  days w ill emerge. The pastor should no t program  so tig h tly  that there  
is no room  fo r elasticity. The Holy Spirit is the  A u th o r o f c rea tiv ity ; and if the pastor and 
missionary are open, it can be one great w eekend fo r the  church.
EARL G. LEE
HOME MISSIONS
(Brder cTSozo
B S g g n g f t a
1974—The Year of MISSION POSSIBLE
Every church can see its mission field more 
clearly after its members have completed the 1974 
CST denomination-wide study of Mission Possible.
This bold, new text tells how every church can 
reach out in achieving power to win the lost with 
the truth and love of the gospel.
Every Nazarene will want to do his part in 
achieving this mission. Every Nazarene will want his 
own copy of Mission Possible.
O rder a supply o f 
these tim ely books 
now  from  the Naza- 
r e n e  P u b l i s h i n g  
House.
Be ready for the 
year of Mission 
Possible.
See page 16 I fo r registration blank.
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Prepared by the S taff o f Ernst and  
Ernst for 1973 Returns
Includes tax laws through October, 
1973. Examples and nontechnical ex­
planations are easy to follow, helping 
the pastor and evangelist get his fu ll 
return. 64 pages. 8'/2 x 11". Paper.
$2.95
NOTE: Available December 15, 1973
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE Post Office Box 527, Kansas City, Missouri 64141
THE
MINISTERS MANUAL
Doran's 1974 Edition 
Edited by Charles L. Wallis 
For nearly 50 years a valuable re ­
source book for busy pastors of con­
tem porary m aterial for pulpit and 
pastoral m inistries. Five indexes. 280 
pages. Hardboard. $4.95
CONTRIBUTION  
RECEIPT FORM
An im portant reference for regular 
contributors when figuring their in­
com e tax. Space is provided for filling 
in money given through the various 
departm ents. 5!/2 x 8 V2".
No. R-70 Pad of 100 for 75c
D a te ______________
Please send items as indicated below:
____ MISSION POSSIBLE 1.50
____ Leader’s Guide— 1 FREE with order of 5 or more texts .50
TOTAL =
SHIP T O :__________________________________________________________
CHECK or MONEY ORDER Enclosed $_ 
CHARGE (30-day) TO: □  Church
Church location (city) ___________
Church n a m e __________________
BILL T O :______________ ____________
□  SS □  NYPS 
_ (state/province)
(other) Account
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE, Box 527, Kansas City. Missouri 64141
COURSE: Unit 153a, “ Mission (Home) Possible” 
TEXT: MISSION POSSIBLE, Hurn
Church name ________________________________
Address______________________________________
District ______________________________________
Enrollment estimate 
Class to be held □  NYPS hour 
Send Report Blank, Registration Material to:
Beginning d a te _________ Number sessions
□  Wednesday night □  ___
Mrs. B. Edgar  Johnson
The Christmas 
Bells 
Still Ring
A m o n g  the special pleasures of the Christmas season are the letters 
which many of our friends, “ scattered 
abroad,”  enclose with their greeting 
cards. Several years ago we received 
one letter that was so precious and 
inspiring, it was as a gift to my spirit. 
As I read it again recently I decided 
to share a bit of it, for it expresses so 
well the true joy and peace that is the 
spirit of Christmas. The letter in­
cluded a clever paragraph of news 
about each member of the family:
Our “ littlest”  lady, Becky Sue, is 
now a budding musician . . .
Joy became interested in quizzing 
this year . . .
Cathy is eagerly anticipating gradu­
ation in June . . .
Carol, our eldest, is spending her 
first Christmas with her Father in 
heaven. In February her illness re­
turned, and July 25 she passed away— 
but she did a “ heap o’ living”  in the 
meantime. In spite of cobalt therapy 
five days a week most of the winter and 
spring, she rarely missed a day of 
school except for two weeks near the 
end . . .
In June she graduated with her class 
. . . During the remaining weeks at
home there were warm family times to­
gether and long talks with Carol and 
her parents alone. The last one was 
Sunday evening, July 23. . . . Tuesday 
morning a few minutes after six 
o’clock a most beautiful sun came up 
behind the trees on the eastern bank 
of the Kankakee River flowing by her 
hospital window. Just as this magnifi­
cent sun rose over the treetops lighting 
her room with its brilliant rays, Carol, 
without a struggle, simply breathed 
her last and went up with the sun. . . .
And this Christmas, though Carol is 
greatly missed, the bells still ring at 
our house. They ring out the words of 
her favorite scripture, Philippians 
1:20-21, . .  it is my eager expectation 
and hope . . . that with full courage 
now as always Christ will be honored 
in my body, whether by life or by 
death” (RSV).
This year had its shallows and its 
“ deeps,”  its laughters and its griefs. 
But all has been touched with “ great 
grace,”  so that we say it is our year of 
victory.
*  *  *
May the bells of joy and victory 
ring in each of your homes this 
Christmas season.
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Our Red Bedspread
By Francine Duckworth*
T h e  l a d y  on the other end of the line chose her words very care­
fully. “ Mrs. Duckworth, our church 
would like the privilege of making up 
a Christmas box for you and your 
family. We did this for a pastor and 
his family last year and received such 
a blessing from it.”
My reaction was one of complete 
surprise, since this idea was new to 
me. A lady I didn’t know was calling 
to ask if her church could do some­
thing for my family. Automatically I 
said, “ Yes, thank you. I appreciate 
your thinking about us.”
Now I don’t know what you think 
of when someone says, “ Christmas 
box,”  but I thought of several cans of 
food, some candy for the children, a 
few little odds and ends for the house. 
Little did I know when I accepted the 
kind offer that Monday morning 
what was in store for us in our Christ­
mas box.
As a bit of background, we had 
been pastoring a home mission 
church for about 15 months, and I 
was tempted sometimes to wonder if 
they even wanted a Church of the 
Nazarene in that town. Thanksgiving 
Day was just three days away, and we 
would be spending it alone for the 
first time since our marriage.
This was my state of mind when I 
received this phone call. I wondered 
how this lady knew we were here— 
who had told her to do this act of 
kindness for us. My answer was, 
“ God” ! Then I thought, God does 
know where we are! He is interested
*Pastor’s wife, Seymour, Mo.
in us. He does supply our needs.
After several conversations on the 
telephone with this lady, I began to 
realize this was no ordinary Christ­
mas gesture. The whole church was 
working together for us.
The date and time were arranged 
for our family to meet with their 
church family for our “ Christmas.”  It 
was about a two-hour drive from our 
home to the appointed place, so with 
our three little ones we started early.
First we had supper in a country 
home. Soon after, other members be­
gan arriving to join us. We read the 
Christmas story. Then from every 
room in the house they started com ­
ing with presents: a dress made es­
pecially for me, an expensive white 
shirt for my husband, clothes for 
each child, toy cars, and paper dolls, 
and teddy bears. . . . Then here it 
came! It almost took two people to 
carry it—a beautiful, red, shag bed­
spread.
The district provides our mobile 
home, and I wanted to at least 
decorate our bedroom— and I wanted 
it in red, white, and blue. Each 
month I would ask my husband if we 
would be able to get that red bed­
spread I was looking at, and each 
month we would decide we couldn’t. 
On $50.00 a week and three children, 
I knew there wasn’t much money for 
extras, and we both feel deeply about 
getting an extra job in order to afford 
extra things. And I knew this was 
“ extra.”
We returned home about mid­
night, and as Larry helped get the 
children in bed I was busy putting
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red, white, and blue sheets on our 
bed. Then a red, white, and blue 
quilt made by the missionary society, 
and my beautiful red, shag bed­
spread!
I felt this was one of God’s ways of
reassuring us and saying, “ You are 
where I want you, doing what I want 
you to do—keep on keeping on.” 
Each time doubts or discourage­
ments arise, I remember the red bed­
spread.
A Prayer for My People
By Glenn H. Boyce
A t this joyous Christmas season,
P recious Lord, help us to 
R em ember that 
A Saviour has come; that 
Y ou gave Your life for our ransom; that 
E xceptional blessings are open to us; that 
R epentance and faith in Christ are our hope of glory.
F ather,
R ule in each heart, and so 
O rder our thoughts and desires,
M aking us all You would have us be—
T ruth in our hearts, and 
H oliness of conduct a daily 
E xercise that will glorify Your name.
P lease, dear Lord, in 1974 
A bide with each member of this household, 
R eassuring them in times of test and trial,
S horing up the weak places, and 
O ffsetting the attacks of the evil one.
N ow unto Him who is 
A ble to make all 
G race abound toward us with 
E xceeding great glory, be praise
A nd honor,
M ajesty and power, for all 
E ternity, as well as 
N ow!
\>i'/
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A Living Christmas Tree
Described here are two dramatic ideas for Christmas choir 
presentations— one for outdoors and the other for indoors.
V 8 S & & 1
Outdoors tree Indoors tree
Thirteen years ago, the Assembly of 
God Church in Chico, Calif., began a 
“ SINGING CHRISTMAS TREE” —with 
some 60 singers—on its church lawn. It 
has become a northern California custom 
which now draws thousands o f visitors 
during its annual five-day stand.
Men of the church, directed by a local 
contractor, build the risers in six tiers. 
Young people of the church bring in 
truckloads of evergreen bows. The church 
women help them overlay the scaffolding 
with the greenery.
The entire town is interested in the 
event. It gains unbelievable coverage 
from the two radio stations, the TV sta­
tion, and the two local papers. Delega­
tions come from 150 miles away to hear 
the singers.
Plans can be scaled down for smaller 
congregations. A complete set of plans for 
constructing the tree and ideas for pro­
moting the event can be obtained from 
Abner Anderson, 1615 Meadow Rd., 
Chico, Calif. 95926.
The Thomas Road Baptist Church in 
Lynchburg, Va., uses a similar idea, 
“ THE LIVING CHRISTMAS TR E E ,” 
but indoors. This replaces the usual 
Christmas cantata. The program, pre­
sented several nights, attracts thousands 
of attenders. The giant tree has orna­
ments and lights to decorate the ever­
g reen . A p ic tu r e s q u e  snow  scen e  
completes the winter wonderland. Choirs 
from two groups combine to present old 
and new songs o f Christmas and dramatic 
readings that depict the timeless salva­
tion story.
Typical is the response of one lady who 
said, “ I’ve never seen anything like it! I 
came all three nights, and found Christ 
as my Saviour at the final performance. 
Can’t you repeat it one more time, so I 
can bring some lost neighbors?”
The indoor structure is wider and tiers 
closer together.
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I N  T H E ^ S T U D Y
Marching with the Master 
Through Mark
December 2
BARABBAS OR JESUS? (1 5 :1 5 )  
S c r ip t u r e : Mark 15:1-15 
I n t r o d u c t io n : Ultimately everyone must 
choose between sin and the Saviour. S in  
is a murderer. And that’s what Barabbas 
was (v. 7). Yet the Jewish leaders chose to 
have Barabbas in their midst rather than 
Jesus. Let us look at the picture.
I. F a l se  S o n  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  ( v .  7)
The name Barabbas is Aramaic. It is 
compounded of bar, “ son,”  and abba, 
“ father.”  So it literally means “ son of the 
(a) father.”  If this name was given him at 
the time of his circumcision (Luke 1:59), 
it was perhaps because he looked like “ a 
chip off the old block.”  But it may have 
been what he was called when he became 
a revolutionist against Rome and so a 
self-styled savior of the people. We are 
told that he was in prison with his fellow 
insurrectionists and that they had all 
committed murder. They probably be­
longed to the Sicarii, or Assassins. They 
were daggermen—the sicarius was the 
short sword or dagger.
Pilate asked the people if they wanted 
him to fulfill his custom at the feast by 
releasing to them “ the King of the Jews.” 
(We are told that he knew the leaders had 
delivered Jesus to him out of envy.) At 
the instigation of the chief priests, the 
people demanded that Barabbas be re­
leased. When Pilate asked what he 
should do with Jesus, they said, “ Crucify 
him.”  And Pilate, “ willing to content the
people, released Barabbas unto them” 
(v. 15).
The choice made here was unbeliev­
able. The people chose to have a murder­
er in their midst rather than the One who 
healed their sick and raised their dead. 
The total lack of logic in this insane 
attitude can be accounted for only by the 
nature of sin in the human heart.
II. T r u e  S o n  o f  t h e  F a t h e r  ( v .  15)
The true Son of the true Father was 
scourged and then turned over to the 
soldiers to be crucified. And today people 
still choose the great murderer, sin, and 
turn their backs on the great Giver of 
Life.
The truly ironical fact is that Barabbas 
was guilty of the very thing, o f which the 
Jews accused Jesus—opposition to Ro­
man rule. As we have seen, Jesus told the 
people to pay their taxes to the govern­
ment. Never once did He advocate revolt 
against Rome. Yet Barabbas was re­
leased and Christ crucified.
By Ralph Earle
Professor of New Testament 
Nazarene Theological 
Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.
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III. F a ls e  a n d  T r u e  S a lv a t io n
In the minds of many Jews salvation 
was deliverance from foreign domination. 
Liberty meant freedom from Rome, not 
freedom from sin.
Too many people today are interested 
only in material blessings. They refuse to 
face the fact of sin in their hearts as their 
worst problem and that which will ul­
timately destroy them. Instead they look 
for political and social panaceas. One of 
the crying needs today, as in Jesus’ time, 
is for a recognition and confession of sin 
and a turning to Christ for salvation from 
sin.
December 9
SAVING ONESELF OR 
SAVING OTHERS (1 5 :3 1 )
S c r ip t u r e :  Mark 15:22-38 
T e x t :  He saved others; himself he can­
not save (v. 31).
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  When Pilate turned Jesus 
over to the soldiers, they led Him into the 
praetorium and there they staged a mock 
coronation, crowning Him with thorns 
(vv. 16-20).
But worse was yet to come. These Ro­
man soldiers could perhaps be forgiven 
for their cruel sport. After all, they were 
hardened pagans. But what about the 
Jews around Jerusalem? We read: “ And 
they that passed by railed on him, wag­
ging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou 
that destroyest the temple, and buildest
J The spirit of the pastor must go •
• beyond mediocre commitment. : 
; He must have an intense devotion {
• before he will be effective in stir- ( 
I ring a fruitless church. This de- ) 
\ votion goes deeper than ceaseless | 
) activities and whirlwind sched- 5
5 ules. •
• —J. V. Morsch_____\ 
| |
it in three days, save thyself, and come 
down from the cross.”
Finally came the worst thing of all. The 
chief priests, who should have been filled 
with compassion, mocked Him openly, 
crying out to each other, “ He saved 
others; himself he cannot save.”
I. T h e  J e w s  W h o  S a v e d  T h e m s e lv e s  
(v. 30)
The passersby called to the suffering 
Victim on the Cross, “ Save thyself.”  This 
was their philosophy of life; take care of 
No. 1. Again and again in the Gospels we 
see them looking out for their own selfish 
interests. They flung their own philoso­
phy into the face of the suffering Saviour.
II. T h e  J e s u s  W h o  S a v e d  O t h e r s  
(v. 31)
Never did the religious leaders of the 
nation speak truer words than when they 
made the twofold statement of our text: 
“ He saved others; himself he cannot 
save.”  Of course what they meant by it 
was: “ How does He think He can save 
others when He can’t even save himself?” 
What they failed to realize was the 
profound truth of redemption— that 
Jesus could not save himself from the 
Cross and at the same time save us from 
hell. He had to refuse help for himself in 
order to bring salvation to mankind.
III. T he C o s t  o f  S a v in g  O t h e r s  
“ Himself he cannot save.”  This for
Jesus was the cost of saving others. Dur­
ing His earthly ministry He constantly 
gave His life’s energies in healing the sick 
and bringing help to all those who called 
upon Him. But finally He gave His very 
life as a redemptive sacrifice for all men’s 
sins.
These words were evidently spoken 
sarcastically by the religious leaders of 
His nation. But, taken seriously, they 
proclaim the central truth of redemption.
Conclusion: If we would follow Jesus, 
we must do as He did. We, too, can have 
a redemptive ministry only as we forget 
ourselves in service to others. If we want 
to save ourselves, we shall ultimately be 
lost, along with many we might have won 
to the Lord. If we would save others, we 
cannot save ourselves. But in giving our­
selves to others, we shall find life at its 
highest.
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Meditating with the Master in Matthew
December 16
“HIS NAME SHALL BE 
CALLED . . (Isa. 9:6)
S c r ip t u r e :  Matt. 1:18-25 
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  Today we give our chil­
dren names that sound pretty or that 
have som e sentim ental attachm ent. 
Probably most parents never think of the 
meaning of the names they choose— if 
indeed the names have any meaning!
But it was very different in ancient 
Israel. Every name had a meaning, and 
the names were chosen with great care. 
Sometimes the names were given by 
divine revelation and conveyed a message 
to God’s people, as in the case of Hosea’s 
children (Hos. 1:4, 6, 9).
So in this first chapter of Matthew we 
have three divinely ordained names for 
the Son of God as He became Son of 
Man. Each one symbolizes some aspect 
o f His ministry to mankind. (The title of 
the sermon is taken from Isa. 9:6.)
I. C h r i s t  ( v .  18)
This word comes directly from the 
Greek christos, which means “ anointed.” 
It is the equivalent of the Hebrew 
mashiach, which carries the same mean­
ing. This title underscores the fact that 
Jesus was the M essiah, predicted  
throughout the Old Testament, and for 
whose coming the Jews had waited for 
long centuries.
In the Old Testament period we read 
that prophets, priests, and kings were 
anointed. Jesus fulfilled all three of these 
functions. He came as the great Prophet, 
to proclaim God’s message of salvation. 
As Priest, He offered the supreme sacri­
fice of himself, thus making salvation 
possible for us. As King, He will reign for­
ever, after His return in glory. All this is 
implied in ho christos, “ the Anointed 
One.”
II. J e su s  ( v .  21)
The Greek Jesus is a translation of the 
Hebrew Joshua (or Yehoshuah), which
means “ Jehovah is salvation.”  But most 
briefly, Jesus means “ Saviour.”
The context points up this meaning: 
“ Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins.” 
Note that it does not say in their sins, but 
from their sins. Christ came to be the 
great Deliverer from sin.
III. E m m a n u e l (v . 23)
Again the interpretation is given in the 
context: “ God with us.”  The usual He­
brew word for “ God”  in the Old Testa­
ment is Elohim. This has the masculine 
plural ending (im) and is sometimes 
translated “ gods,” referring to pagan 
gods. But usually it is a proper name for 
the one and only true God of the uni­
verse, who exists as a Trinity.
The shortest form of Elohim is El, 
which is used in the title Emmanuel. 
“ God with us”  underlines the beautiful 
truth that in Christ the eternal God came 
down to earth to live among us. It also 
means that when we have Christ we have 
God with us all the time. Someone has 
said that Jesus is “ God brought near.”
December 23
THE NEWBORN KING
S c r ip t u r e :  Matt. 2:1-23
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  Our calendar is divided 
into B.C. (before Christ) and a .d . (Anno 
Domini, in the year of our Lord). This is 
a tremendous testimony to the fact that 
Christ is the Lord of history. Every time 
an atheist or infidel or any non-Chris- 
tian dates a document he acknowledges 
that the birth of Christ is the watershed 
o f all history. What a momentous wit­
ness!
But it is obvious that our calendar is in 
error by at least four years. For it is here 
stated that Jesus was born “ in the days 
of Herod the king”  (v. 1). This was Herod
December, 1973 23
the Great, and secular sources indicate 
that he died in 4 B.C. The most com ­
monly accepted date for Jesus’ birth is 
therefore 5 B.C., though some prefer
6 B.C. With millions o f dates now in 
print, it is too late to correct our calen­
dar!
I . W o r s h ip e d  b y  t h e  W ise  M e n  ( v .  11)
Who were these “ wise men” ? The 
Greek word is magoi, so that we often 
call them the Magi. It is the same word 
that is used in Acts 13:6 for Simon “ the 
sorcerer.”  Originally the term designated 
the priestly caste among the Persians 
and Babylonians. Probably here it means 
“ Chaldean astrologers.”
They were men who studied the stars. 
When a notable new star arose—“ we 
have seen his star in the east”  (v. 2) can 
also be translated, “ we have seen his star 
at its rising” —they came to Jerusalem 
asking, “ Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews?”  This was because the new star 
had appeared in Pisces, the sign o f the 
zodiac that ancient astrologers said re­
ferred to the Jewish nation.
Verses 9 and 10 convey at least the hint 
o f an important lesson. The Magi fol­
lowed the star to the land of Judea. But 
when they arrived there, they naturally 
headed for the capital, Jerusalem, ex­
pecting that the King of the Jews would 
be born in the royal palace. As a result 
Herod learned the purpose of their visit 
and slaughtered the innocent babes at 
Bethlehem. This sad tragedy might per­
haps have been avoided if they had kept 
their eyes on the star (divine guidance), 
which would have led them to Beth­
lehem. We get into trouble ourselves and 
cause trouble to others when we turn 
away from God’s leading, to seek the ad­
vice o f men.
How many wise men were there? We 
are not told. The idea of three is simply 
derived from the fact that they offered 
three g ifts— gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. These were costly, royal gifts for 
the King.
Today we think of the wise men as 
kneeling at the manger to worship the 
Baby Jesus. But it is clearly stated here 
that they found “ the young child”  in a 
“ house.”  By this time Jesus was several 
months old. He was evidently born when
they first saw the star (cf. vv. 7, 16) and it 
would take months for them to reach 
Judea.
II. H a t e d  by H e r o d  ( v .  13)
In striking contrast to the attitude of 
the wise men was that of Herod. From the 
writings of Josephus, the Jewish historian 
of the first century, we know that Herod 
the Great was a very suspicious man. He 
maintained an extensive corps of secret 
police. Though he was by now an old man 
and did not have long to live, he could not 
tolerate the idea o f a newborn baby 
threatening his dynasty. There is no 
record in secular history of the Beth­
lehem massacre, but it fits in perfectly 
with the character of Herod, who had 
three of his own sons put to death, as 
well as his favorite wife, Marianne, and 
her mother. As he lay dying at Jericho he 
summoned all the leaders o f the nation 
and locked them up in the hippodrome, 
giving orders that they should all be 
killed as soon as he died. He wanted to be 
sure that there was national mourning at 
the time of his funeral! Fortunately, the 
men were freed after he died.
III. N a m e d  t h e  N a z a r e n e  (v. 23)
Where in the Old Testament “ proph­
ets”  do we find the quotation given here, 
“ He shall be called a Nazarene” ? The 
honest answer is that it does not occur 
anywhere in that form. It is evidently a 
summary of such Messianic prophecies 
as Isa. 53:2, where the word for “ shoot”  is 
netzer. (See Beacon Bible Commentary 
6:39-41, for further discussion.)
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TWO BAPTISMS (3 :1 1 )  
S c r ip t u r e :  Matt. 3:1-11
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  Perhaps the first distinct­
ly holiness text in the New Testament is 
Matt. 3:11. So it claims our special in­
terest.
Water baptism is practiced by most 
Christian denominations. But it is not a 
distinctively Christian rite. Jews re­
quired the water baptism of Gentile 
proselytes to Judaism. Other religions 
have baptized people in water.
The one distinctly Christian baptism is 
the baptism with the Holy Spirit. John
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the Baptist baptized with water. But he 
said that the Coming One, the Messiah, 
would baptize with the Holy Spirit (read 
v. 11). In the light o f this text it is dif­
ficult to defend the almost universal 
em phasis on water baptism  by the 
Church at large, and its almost total 
silence on the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
Fortunately , that sad picture has 
changed for the better in the last few 
years.
Our word “ baptism”  comes directly 
from the Greek baptismos, as “ baptize” 
comes from baptizo. The verb meant “ to 
dip”  and then (in the middle) “ to wash 
oneself, bathe.”  The noun was used for 
religious washing, or cleansing.
John said that Jesus would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. The addi­
tional “ and fire”  suggests that it would 
be a fiery, cleansing baptism.
From what are we cleansed? A study of 
Jesus’ disciples before and after Pente­
cost would suggest that they were 
cleansed from three things which char­
acterize the inner nature of sin:
I. P r id e
In the Upper Room the disciples were 
too proud to wash each other’s feet. They 
were to good to take the place of a slave in 
performing this menial task. So their 
Master washed their feet, setting them an 
example.
Humility is o f the essence of holiness. 
Conversely, pride is of the essence of sin. 
It seems to have been the particular 
snare that caused the fall o f Satan 
(I Tim . 3:6). And it has caused the down­
fall o f many Christians. It is one of the 
worst evidences o f the carnal nature in 
the unsanctified heart.
II. S e l f i s h  A m b it io n
On the way up to Jerusalem on that 
last fateful journey the disciples had 
quarreled about who would be the great­
est. Worst o f all, James and John, two of 
the inner circle o f three, asked Jesus for 
the privilege o f sitting on the left and 
right o f His throne when He set up His 
kingdom. They needed to be cleansed 
from this carnal spirit o f self-seeking.
III. S e l f - C e n t e r e d n e s s
Before Pentecost the disciples were 
thinking only o f themselves. After the
cleansing that took place there (Acts 15: 
8-9) they were thinking of others. Their 
passion was the evangelization of a lost 
world.
It is difficult to define the sin nature. 
Perhaps the essence of sin is self-will. If 
we need to broaden it a bit, we could 
identify it as self-centeredness. This is 
what W. E. Sangster says must be cruci­
fied (Gal. 2:20). The sanctified Christian 
is not self-centered but Christ-centered.
The Shepherds’ God
S c r ip t u r e :  Luke 2:8-20
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  The birth of the Christ 
child marked the beginning of a new era.
According to a favorite story in sci­
entific circles, shortly before World War
II, two Hungarian refugee physicists went 
on a fateful mission to find Albert Ein­
stein, to ask him to use his influence in 
urging President Roosevelt to move swift­
ly in offsetting possible advance by Nazi 
Germany in building the atomic bomb. 
While searching for Einstein’s vacation 
retreat, the scientists became lost on 
Long Island. After driving around for 
some time, they asked a small boy, “ Do 
you know where Professor Einstein is?”  
The lad nodded and said, “ I’ll show you.” 
He took them to the professor. The letter 
was written and heeded by the president. 
In time the atomic age began and history 
was changed.
Over 1,900 years before, another Child 
ushered in a more significant age. Christ, 
the Shepherds’ God, came to open the 
doors wide for men and women to enter a 
new Kingdom of love and grace. Jesus 
was indeed the Shepherds’ God because:
I. M a n n e r  of  H is B ir t h
A. News of His birth
1. First given to simple, ordinary 
shepherds
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2. Shepherds were despised by 
the orthodox. Couldn’t observe 
all ritual washings, rules, reg­
ulations, nor fulfill details of 
ceremonial law.
B. Place of His Birth
1. Not a palace but a stable
2. Appeared not to royalty, but 
to shepherds
3. Instead o f local m usicians 
gathering at His home, as was 
custom, to greet the newborn 
Child, angels sang.
II. M o d e  o f  H is  M in is t r y
A. Touches a leper and makes him 
whole (Luke 5:12). Lepers were 
outcasts—untouchables—but Je­
sus touched them.
B. Matthew, tax collector, called to 
'  be a disciple (Luke 5:29)
1. At reception given by Levi, 
Jesus associated with sinners.
2. Was accused by scribes and 
Pharisees.
3. Jesus’ reply indicates those 
with whom He could identify 
(Luke 5:31-32).
C. Jesus anointed by an immoral 
woman (Luke 7:37)
1. Anoints His feet with precious 
ointment.
2. Simon rebukes Jesus.
3. Jesus reprim ands Sim on for 
not providing water for wash­
ing.
4. Jesus forgives the woman of 
her sins.
D. Jesus heals demoniac.
1. Others were afraid of him.
2. Charged out at Jesus; He com ­
mands evil spirits to leave.
3. Jesus is lowly enough to heal a 
demon-possessed man.
E. Jesus forgives woman caught in 
adultery (John 8:4).
1. People ready to stone her as 
law demanded
2. Jesus wrote in sand; said, “ Let 
him who has no sin cast the 
first stone.”  Crowd dispersed.
3. Jesus is lowly enough to help a 
condemned woman.
III. M a je s t y  o f  H is  P e r s o n
A. Jesus knew how men lived.
1. Barclay’s illustration of Euro­
pean monarch who went in­
cognito among his people. His 
court objected for security rea­
sons, but he replied, “ I cannot 
rule my people unless I know 
how they live.”
B. Jesus knew what sinners needed.
1. Accused of receiving sinners 
(Luke 15:2)
2. Illustrates His interest in sin­
ners through parables: lost 
sheep, Good Shepherd.
3. Reconciled world unto himself 
(2 Cor. 5:19). God hates sin, 
but loves the sinner. Sent 
Christ to identify with sinful 
men.
C o n c lu s io n :  The manner o f His birth, 
the mode of His ministry, the majesty of 
His person all point to the glorious fact 
that “ God so loved . . . that he gave his 
. . . Son”  to identify with common, or­
dinary, sinful people like us.
Though more royal than any earthly 
king, He was born in a manger. Though 
He could have associated with the rich­
est, He identified with the ordinary peo­
ple. Jesus is the God of the little man. 
Though rich, yet for our sakes He became 
poor, that we might become rich. Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, is the Shepherds’ 
God.
D a v id  N ix o n
No Room for Jesus
S c r ip t u r e :  Luke 2:1-7 
I n t r o d u c t i o n :  Review story and setting 
of Joseph and Mary’s trip to Bethlehem. 
Barclay tells us that such census were 
taken for two reasons: (1) taxation, and 
(2) to discover those liable for military 
service. These were taken every 14 years. 
The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
was 80 miles. The weary couple found no 
room in the inn.
This incident is symbolic of what would 
happen to Jesus in His lifetime. It is typi­
cal o f the world’s response to Jesus. 
Someone has said, “ The only place where 
there was room for Him was the Cross.”
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The pattern of His life was one of search
and rejection. And still it goes on!
I. R e j e c t e d  a t  B i r t h  (Luke 2:7)
A. No room at inn because o f no 
vacancy.
B. Excluded because of ignorance of 
innkeeper, but excluded just the 
same.
II. R e j e c t e d  in  C h i ld h o o d  (Luke 2:41- 
51)
A. Trip to Jerusalem when he was
12 .
B. On return trip, Jesus found miss­
ing; rebuked for being in the 
Temple.
C. Jesus’ response, “ Don’t you know 
I must be about my Father’s busi­
ness?”  indicates His parents’ ig­
norance of His mission in life.
III. R e j e c t e d  in  H is  H o m e t o w n  (Luke 4:
16)
A. His message and manner offend­
ed the folk back home (v. 3).
B. Could do few miracles because of 
their unbelief (v. 5).
IV. R e j e c t e d  in  H is  M in is t r y
A. Rejected by religionists of His day 
—the “ Church”
1. A ccused  o f b lasphem y for 
healing the paralytic (5:21).
2. Accused o f breaking the Sab­
bath for plucking grains of 
wheat for food (6:2).
3. His life was threatened be­
cause He healed man with 
withered hand (6:6).
B. Rejected by His own people
1. “ He came unto his own, and 
his own received him not”  
(John 1:11). Compare with the 
man in parable who gave a big 
dinner but no one would ac­
cept (Luke 14:16).
2. “ But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to be­
come the sons of God”  (John 
1 :12 ).
3. Messiah had come, but was 
not received. Rejected and fi­
nally destroyed by His own 
people.
4. Jesus’ heart broke because of 
the rejection (Luke 19:41-44).
V. R e je c t e d  in  D e a t h
A. In Garden of Gethsemane
1. Prevails in prayer.
2. Asks the Father’s will, but if 
possible the cup be removed 
(Luke 22:42).
B. On the Cross
1. Jesus suffers the ultimate re­
jection.
2. Father turns His back on Jesus 
because He has become “ sin” 
for us.
3. Jesus cries: “ My God . . . why 
hast thou forsaken m e?”
C o n c lu s io n :  Story of Jesus’ life was one 
o f rejection. Has He knocked at your 
heart’s door to gain entrance, but found 
a “ no vacancy”  sign there? Is there room 
for Jesus in your life?
The innkeeper and Jesus’ parents re­
jected Him out of ignorance. But many 
reject him willfully and openly. “ He 
came unto his own, but his own received 
him not. But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God.”
Make room for Jesus today!
D a vid  N ix o n
BULLETIN BARREL
THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
When the song of the angel is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their 
flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among brothers,
To make music in the heart . . .
— H o w a r d  T h u r m a n
(From an old Quaker calendar)
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PEACE
In the quiet corners of a rest home . . 
peace
A t the cluttered desk . . . peace 
In the marketplace . . . peace
Driving in traffic . . . peace 
Cooking at the stove . . . peace 
Talking on the phone . . . peace
Facing failure . . . peace 
Handling problems . . . peace 
Winning . . . peace
Happy and healthy . . . peace 
Sick and hurting . . . peace 
Dying . . . peace.
Wherever you are,
Whatever you do . .  .
May the Christ o f Christmas 
Bring peace to your heart and life.
Jim  T. C h r is t y
The Night Before Christmas
’Twas the night before Christmas, 
and throughout the church house, 
Not a creature was stirring— 
not even a church mouse,
When all of a sudden
through the darkness of night,
In one of the windows
there appeared a dim light.
’Twas in pastor’s study— 
we saw him there 
With head bowed low 
in an attitude of prayer.
We started to enter,
but something said, “ Wait!
He came here tonight 
to meditate.”
As he sat there thinking, 
he spoke words aloud,
Crying, “ O God in heaven, 
where is the crowd 
That used to attend 
all the services here,
And labored so faithfully 
year after year?
“ Unlike the wise men 
who traveled afar,
They’ve taken their eyes 
from off the star.”
Nighttime was passing;
the day soon would break.
But the pastor stayed on, 
for his heart had an ache.
He got on his knees
and with God did plead,
“ O give me the message, 
these dear, lost ones need.”
God’s words were clear 
with no pauses between—
“ Just bring them the message 
from John 3:16.”
The pastor arose 
and, to his surprise,
He saw that the dawn 
was streaking the skies.
Christmas was here, 
all glorious and bright;
He must hurry home now— 
he’d return here tonight.
For the Christmas service 
God’s message he’d give, 
Proclaiming how Christ came 
that all men might live!
— M r s . D av id  L ew is
A Christmas candle is a lovely thing;
It makes no noise at all.
But softly gives itself away—
While quite unselfish, it grows small.
E va  N ic h o l so n
IN CHRIST WE HAVE:
A love that cannot be fathomed;
A life that can never die;
A righteousness that can never be 
tarnished;
A peace that cannot be understood;
A rest that can never be disturbed;
A joy that can never be diminished;
A hope that can never be disappointed; 
A glory that can never be clouded;
A light that can never be darkened;
A happiness that can never be 
interrupted;
A strength that can never be 
enfeebled;
A purity that can never be defiled;
A beauty that can never be marred;
A wisdom that can never be baffled; 
Resources that can never be 
exhausted.
—Selected
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Did you think the star was meant 
just for the Magi and the shepherds— 
just for that one night alone?
Oh, no! God hung it there against the 
ages; it is for all of us. Its radiance en­
folds us all, knowing no bound of creed, 
color, or servitude. It guides the aged 
home; it is reflected in the eyes of 
babes, generation after generation, 
and in the eyes of mothers seeking in 
their babes the countenance of Christ. 
All, all of us are come once more under 
the spell of THE STAR, come to take 
new hope in peace and the PRINCE OF 
PEACE.
Author unknown
WHICH GIFT WAS GOLD?
It is not the weight of jewel or plate 
Or the rustle of silk or fur,
But the spirit in which the gift is rich 
As the gifts of the wise men were. 
And we are not told whose gift was 
gold
Or whose was the gift of myrrh.
—E. K. Watson
Preachers’ 
Exchange
W ANTED— Books, holiness classics by
H. C. Morrison, John R. Church, God- 
bey, Carradine.—Rodger N. Mayes, Rte.
I, Box 64-A, Eagle Springs, N.C. 27242.
W ANTED—How Sunday Schools Grow, 
by Kenneth S. Rice.—M . A. Palmquist, 
13411 Euclid St., Garden Grove, Calif. 
92640.
Two teen-age sons gave their father 
a surprise Christmas present— a box 
filled with their sheared hair and a 
card reading, “ Dear Dad: Forgive us 
our past tresses.”
•  When to Keep Cool
Surgeons dare not perm it themselves 
the luxury of allowing the ir feelings to 
interfere when a life is at stake. Does 
this say som ething to  physicians of the 
soul?
•  The Preacher’s Wife
Lora Lee Parrott, wife of Dr. Leslie Par­
rott, president of Eastern Nazarene 
College, subm its her firs t colum n, and 
it is indeed a good beginning.
•  Jesus Carried No Books to Night 
School
A penetrating look at the Master 
Teacher by one who has dedicated his 
retirem ent years to the goal of knowing 
Him better.
lill.ill!
m .
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McCumber, W. E., The Preacher's Devotional Life, S-3 
McGonigle, Herbert, The Father of the English Bible, 
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Nees, Tom, Basis for Unity, N-11
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Price, Ross E., Funeral Prayer, N-13
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Smith, Barth, A Credo for Christian Leaders, A-8; Chris­
tian W orship: Dangerous or Delightful? M-3; Church
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Term inology, S-1 
Evangelism That Reaches Out, Ross Hayslip, S-12 
Evangelism, Unlim ited, Bronell Greer, 0 -3  
Evangelistic Motives, Clyde H. M orris, Au-11 
Everlasting Image of a M inister, R. J. Ferrioli, J-19 
Evidences of the Living God, Joseph T. Larson, N-13
F
Faces of a Facilitator, James R. Thompson, My-8 
Father of the English Bible, Herbert McGonigle, M -15 
Feed Before You M ilk, Earl D. Hyatt, A-18 
Finished So Soon? W. Russell Robinson, My-15 
For M inisters Only, Anon., M-12 
Funeral Prayer, Ross Price, N-14
G
Give Them Hope, C. Neil Strait, A-5
God's Bulletin Board, Francine Duckworth, S-17
God’s W onderful Book, the Bible, Joseph T. Larson, 0 -5
H
Healing for the G lory of God, Mrs H. M. Smith, 0 -15  
How to Avoid Division Street, Harold R. Crosser, S-13 
How to Get M ore out of Your Revival, David K. Wachtel, 
M-19
How to Name a Church, J. Kenneth Grider, JI-12 
I
I Can Do Anything That God Tells Me to Do, T. W. W illing­
ham, J-3
I Understand Our Pastor, Anon., 0 -1 7  
Innovator or Im itator? Ross W. Hayslip, JI-21 
Is It W orth It? Ernest McNaught, S-9
J
Joy in the Role of the Retired, J. K. French, S-21 
K
Keep Up With that Reading, Ross W. Hayslip, A -11
Key Man, The, R. E. Maner, M-22
Keys to Continuous Revival, Lyle Pointer, JI-3
L
Lasting Power of Love (editoria l), N-1
Letter to a Future P.K., Larry O. Howland, D-14
Lord, Save My Child! Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, M y-17
M
Midsum mer N ight’s Dream (editorial), Au-1
M inister Maintaining His Inner Fire, Virgil A. M itchell, D-3
Misplaced Persons, Brian L. Farm er, Au-21
M ourners’ Bench— a Thing of Beauty, Ron Lush, Sr., 0 -7
Must We Lim it Our Alternatives? (editoria l), Ju-1
N
New Look M idweek, Brian L. Farm er, N-9 
Nibbled to Death by a Duck (editoria l), M-1 
Not Slothful in Business (editoria l), A-1
O
One Night for Onions, Carlos H. Sparks, 0 -12  
Open Letter Concerning Servcemen, Anon., Au-20 
Open Letter to Man Who Follows Me, Anon., 0 -19  
O utreach— with Music, Ron Lush, Sr., Ju-8 
OVERTONES OF THE MINISTRY (see Raymond C. 
Kratzer)
P
Parable of the Healthy Soil, Gordon W etmore, My-12 
Pastor as Husband and Father, Mrs. E. B. Hartley, J-8, F-6 
Pastor, How Do You Rate? Bill Russell, M-14
December, 1973 31
Pastor W orking Out the Sp irit-filled Life, Gene R. Welch, 
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A M O N G
Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson has for the past nine years edited 
and written the page for preachers’ wives. Many are the ex­
pressions of appreciation for her valuable contribution to the 
encouragement, inspiration, and instruction for the distaff 
side— and their husbands, who also find her articles thought- 
provoking and interesting. This is Mrs. Johnson’s last col­
umn for a while— she has asked that we relieve her of this 
responsibility. We do so with regret. On behalf of all of you, 
we say to her that we will miss her comments and ideas, and 
that we will hope she will at least submit an article from time 
to time. She is, by the way, still to be very much involved 
with the Preacher’s Magazine, as the secretary to the editor. 
Her secretarial duties amount to something deserving of a 
better title. Perhaps we should call her our “ office editor.” 
She will continue to serve in this capacity, and for that we 
are grateful. Next month Mrs. Lora Lee Parrott will begin 
her ministry to our wives through these pages. More about 
her later. Suffice it to say we anticipate some excellent ma­
terials from this preacher’s wife who has served joyfully in 
that role and written several books and articles on that sub­
ject.
Yours for souls,
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THE GOSPEL OF POWER 
B y Sydney M artin
A superior, thought-provoking, and chal­
lenging "message of Paul for today’s 
world” from Romans on the theme “ For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel.”  86 pages.
$1.50
LIFE LINES
B y Thelma Turner Tidwell 
Focuses on the scriptural qualification for 
radiant living; suggests certain disciplines 
that must be practiced if we meet God’s re­
quirements. 72 pages. $1.25
LIVING CHRISTIAN IN 
TODAY’S WORLD
By W illiam  S. D eal
Guidelines for putting Christian principles 
into action today and showing the world the 
“ how” of really living at its best. 111 pages.
$1.25
LAYMAN IN THE PULPIT 
By Hughes Day, M .D.
Seven edifying messages by a practicing 
physician. Each is deeply rooted in the 
Scriptures and strongly evangelistic, bring­
ing significant truths from all areas of God’s 
Word. 64 pages. $1.00
THE HOLINESS PILGRIMAGE
By John A. K n igh t
Without minimizing the crisis experience, 
Dr. Knight emphasizes how the life of holi­
ness is a moment-by-moment reality, con­
tinuing to grow and mature into eternity. 
111 pages. $1.50
A RETURN TO CHRISTIAN CULTURE
By R ichard  S. Taylor
A plea for the development of a dynamic 
and attractive Christian life-style that re­
flects intellectual, aesthetic, and social 
maturity. Timely reading for all Christians. 
94 pages. $1.50
Take time SOON to read these enriching books
ALL ATTRACTIVELY DESIGNED PAPERBACKS  
A vailable  from  your  Publishing House
